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Lake County 
Wildfire Mitigation 
Program  

CAROLINE SCHAEFER, WILDFIRE MITIGATION SUPPORT 

ARWC/COCO

Background Information 

 2016 Colorado Water Conservation Board Grant Funding 

 Significant Water Resources at Risk 

 Opportunity to work in the Upper Arkansas Watershed 
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Collaboration & Partnership  

 Colorado State Forest Service 

 40 acre thinning near Twin Lakes

 Home Risk Assessment Process

 Technical Support 

 Lake County (LLCFR, OEM)

 Wildfire Mitigation Outreach & Education 

 Equipment 

 Support

Wildfire Risk  

 Asbestos Forest? No, long fire return intervals.

 Wildfires are in our forests and our subdivisions are in our wildfires…

 Cost of Mitigation Vs. Response, Recovery 
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Home Wildfire Risk Assessments 

 Locations: Beaver Lakes Estates, Pan-Ark, Gordon Acres(Twin Lakes), 
E.E. Hill/Reva Ridge, Sylvan Lakes, Turquoise Lake Estates 

 Process: Outreach, Rapid Assessment, Individual consultation as per 
CSFS Wildfire Risk Assessment Sheet, Risk Rating Map, Continued 
work with Homeowners, Community Chipping Days, Potential for 
Cost Sharing Opportunities  
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Findings 

 443 Home Assessments Completed 

 Mean Home Risk Assessment Rating : HIGH, followed by VERY HIGH

 60 Individual Home Risk Assessments Completed

 Interest for Cost Share Funding & Community Chipping Day Sign Ups 

Community Chipping Days 
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Moving Forward 

 2017 CO DNR Fuels Reduction Grant 

 $45,000 DNR

 $25,000 National Cohesive Strategy 

 Fire Adapted Communities (Home assessments, Outreach/Education, 
Meetings, etc.)

 Enhanced Fire Response (Tactical Map, Hydrant Checks, Training, etc.)

 Resilient Ecosystems (Fuels mitigation projects, Restoration, Forest 
Management)

 Continued Partnership with CSFS & LLCFR
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As of Today May 27, 2017 

 25 acres + Proposed Defensible Space and Fuels Mitigation Projects, 
this number is expected increase 

 Fuels mitigation at CO Outward Bound 

 Continued Outreach, Education, and Assessment 

Questions?


